
DISPERSION OF THE MÉTIS

¡Due to all of the delays and 
problems with their land grants, 
as well as the sense that they 
were unwelcome among the 
Protestant immigrants, many 
Métis people decided to leave 
Manitoba. 

¡More than 4000 left Manitoba 
between 1870 and 1885, at first 
slowly, but then in increasing 
numbers after 1876.





CHALLENGES IN THE NORTHWEST

Things did not get better for the Métis after 
they left Manitoba. Steamboats were being 
used to transport goods, which decreased jobs 
for the Métis. The decline of bison herds 
caused hunger and hard times. 

In 1870, land surveyors arrived in the Batoche
region to claim land for the government, 
ignoring the Métis who had settled there.



In 1884, a group of Métis men travelled to 
Montana to seek out Louis Riel. They asked 
Riel to lead them again in their struggle for 
fair treatment by the federal government in 
Ottawa.

Riel agreed to help.



NORTH-WEST 
RESISTANCE



THE NORTH-WEST RESISTANCE

• Political leaders in Ottawa were nervous about Riel’s 
return. 

• Although Riel stated firmly that he wanted a peaceful 
resolution to the problems, the government was not sure 
and monitored Riel’s movements carefully.

• A petition outlining the Métis’ grievances and demands 
was sent to Ottawa.

• The petition was acknowledged but the government was 
in no hurry to act on it.



COMPARE THE MÉTIS BILL OF 
RIGHTS WITH THE LIST OF 

RIGHTS PREPARED IN 1870 IN 
RED RIVER.

WHAT CHANGES AND 
CONTINUITIES DO YOU SEE?



• On March 18, 1885, a group of Métis 
occupied a church at Batoche and cut the 
telegraph lines between Regina (the then 
capital of the North-West Territories) and 
Prince Albert.

• They passed a “Revolutionary Bill of Rights” 
and took English prisoners around the area of 
Duck Lake, where a skirmish broke out 
between the NWMP and Métis/Aboriginal 
group. Both sides suffered losses.



• More violence erupted in early April at Frog 
Lake when a group of Cree, under Chief Big 
Bear’s command, took several settlers and 
Métis prisoner. Nine settlers die.

• By now, the Canadian army was advancing 
on the region, more quickly because of the 
new Canadian Pacific Railway.







RIEL’S LACK OF SUPPORT

• Unlike the Red River Resistance, Riel did 
not have the full support of settlers in 
Saskatchewan.

• This time, Riel lacked support from both 
the English settlers of the area and many 
of the non-Métis natives - and, due to his 
belief that God had sent him back to 
Canada as a prophet – the Catholic 
Church no longer supported him either.





THE BATTLE OF BATOCHE

• The battle at Batoche would be the last in 
the Northwest Rebellion. It lasted almost 
four days as the army’s troops sought to take 
over the provisional government and the 
Métis fought to defend it.

• The Métis could not hold out long against the 
army’s firepower and quickly ran out of 
ammunition.

• Louis Riel surrendered on May 15, 1885. 



RIEL’S FATE

• English Canadians, remembering the Thomas Scott 
affair, wanted the federal government to take tough 
measures against Riel.

• By contrast, French Canadians pressed the government 
to show leniency toward the French Canadian Riel.

• In the end, the federal government was determined to 
dispose of the man who had led two uprisings in the 
young country’s history.





HIGH TREASON

• Riel was formally charged with 
high treason.

• “With so many headlines in English 
Canada, screaming for revenge, 
there was no way the government 
could consider for Riel anything 
but the most serious crime on the 
books” (Maggie Siggins, Riel’s 
biographer)

• The mandatory sentence was death 
by hanging.



RIEL ON TRIAL

• Riel’s lawyers wanted him to plead insanity, 
but he refused.

• He saw his trial as an opportunity to explain 
the position of the Métis; he also felt that, if 
he used the insanity plea, his justification 
for the rebellion would be dismissed.

• His six-man jury was chosen. All were English 
and only one knew any French.





• After a trial lasting five days, the jury was 
sent away to deliberate. One hour later, they 
emerged and declared Riel guilty.

• There were two quick appeals, both of which 
were turned down. The sentence was further 
delayed when public outcry in Québec 
demanded Riel’s mental state be examined.

• Riel was hanged in Regina on November 16, 
1885.



• Riel’s body was transported to Winnipeg, 
where hundreds of mourners turned out for 
his funeral and mass at his home church in 
St Boniface.




